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CITIZENS VOICES 13 - EDITORIAL
Dr. Zoi Aliozi
Human rights professor/lawyer/activist/CRW’s SG

You are reading the 13th edition of Citizens 
Voices – a digital human rights magazine, 
created by the editorial team of Citizens 
Rights Watch, and is freely accessible 
online. The main scope of this human 
rights magazine is to raise awareness of 
citizens’ rights issues – while serving as an 
open platform available to all citizens as an 
advocacy tool. Any citizen around the world 
can become a human rights defender by 
simply raising your voice against injustices, 
and communicating these cases with the 
world through our online magazine CITIZENS 
VOICES. Citizens Voices No. 13 is the 2nd 
volume of our triennial publication for 2019; 
and it includes articles on a variety of human 
rights issues, written by human rights 
advocates, activists, academics, lawyers, 
students, professors, artists, and concerned 
citizens from all walks of life from around the 
globe. You are all invited to put your pen in 
the service of human rights, and submit an 
article for the next Citizens Voices. You can 
find more information here.

This editorial has been inspired by a recent 
video featuring the former U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad 
Al Hussein. You can access: “I Will Not Stay 
Silent. Our Leaders Are Failing Human 
Rights” through this link!

In this honest and much needed commentary, 
the former UN human rights chief, exposes 

the truth of the human rights’ world, and 
shares it in an accessible and well-presented 
way with the world. The truth that human 
rights workers know well and choose to work 
towards positively changing, through small 
but steady steps of activism that hopefully 
lead to larger positive social changes. 
Allow me to point out that this is the same 
philosophy that motivates us, as human rights 
activists, here in Citizens Rights Watch.

What it is being highlighted through his 
confession, is the obvious truth that our 
leaders are failing human rights, due 
to the fact that they are incompetent, serve 
secret interests that are not in favor of 
citizens’ rights or in most cases our political 
leaders are just “morally weak, shortsighted, 
and mediocre”. By reflecting on what a former 
UN human rights chief has to say, I need to 
highlight the importance of civil society in 
bringing balance in this frame – a civil society 

within which every human rights activist 
belongs and acts. In this naturally coming to 
the human condition ‘blame game’, we need 
to realize that civil society has an instrumental 
role to play, for example through monitoring 
the protection of human rights within the 
policies and strategies employed by our 
governments.  However, this it is not an easy 
game of who has the blame, and by pointing 
the finger to our political leaders we escape 
responsibility. Because one could argue that 
the burden of this continuing failure to protect 
human rights, falls equally if not more on the 
shoulders of the UN’s human rights chief as 
well! At the same time – as long as we live 
in basic democracies, with our basic citizens’ 
rights protected and ensured, then the blame 
for the incompetent public servants falls on 
us as well, since it is us, the citizens of our 
countries, that we choose our leaders, and 
we give them power by voting for them. 
The discussion can go on and on, since 
one can argue for and against the power 
of voters, especially when one brings in the 
frame the propagandistic tools that politics 
employ for manipulating public opinion and 
for convincing citizens to actively support the 
political candidates that express better what 
the people of each geographical location want 
to hear. That can serve as the first side of the 
coin however the other side of the coin should 
be formed by other balancing powers and 
this is where citizens-activists, human rights 
groups, and civil society have a role to play. 

For example, here in CRW, we focus on raising 
awareness of citizens’ rights, through the 
dissemination of information, digital advocacy, 
and global projects of international activists. 
Our group of activists, serve many roles, but 
one of them is to monitor the protection of 
citizens’ rights in a global scale, and creatively 
produce advocacy strategies by employing 
digital activism and mobilizing activists in 
different parts of our world. For instance, we 
have made available a mobile app which is 
destined to collect information directly from 
citizens ranking their own countries citizens’ 
rights enjoyment. 

This fun and interactive mobile app is easy 
to use and can succeed in providing a first 
glance to the protection of citizens’ rights 
globally. You can access and download our 
mobile app ‘Citizens Happiness’ in Google Play 
here for Android, or click here for the Apple 
Store IOS. 

In the human rights world we focus on 
the rights discourse, and we tend to fail to 
articulate the duties that citizens ought to 
respect and fulfil. Duties, in reality coexist 
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then we will still need the political will to sign 
and ratify this law, and make it a law of their 
country, with the appropriate justice system 
to provide all the necessary mechanisms of 
law. 

Take for example the climate change arena, 
which can represent what I am trying to point 
out in a better way. 

So, the scientific community has produced 
reports that say that we need to act now, 
to save what we can from our planet and 
life on this planet. Then, human rights 
experts we came together and we reached 
agreement, that climate change is posing the 
worst violation of human rights that human 
beings have ever faced. We have the law, 
we have the justifications, we have the plans 
for action, but what we lack is the political 
will to make the radical changes that are 
required in order to make a real shift away 
from destroying our home. The interests, 
economically and politically speaking are so 
great, that they can delay the implementation 
of policies even if they are meant for the 
common good. The history of human kind 
on this planet is a story full of exploitation, 
violence, greed and stupidity, and sadly we 
continue repeating collectively the same 
mistakes of our past, by fueling conflicts, 
extreme ideologies, right-wing propaganda, 
and by building walls. It is not just our leaders 
that are failing human rights, it is all of us 
that we are failing human rights. Every last 
one of us that we are part of the same human 
family. The fact that we prefer to build walls 
rather than bridges says it all. Or the fact 
that we view the differences in our brothers 
and sisters as having negative burdens, or 
for example the fact that we still focus on our 
rights by silencing our duties. 

The freedom that we are lucky enough to live 
within, or the illusion for that manufactured 
freedom in Europe, USA, and other self-
proclaimed democratic geopolitically speaking 
regions, is more fragile than we can imagine. 

In Citizens Rights Watch, we aim in raising 
awareness of human rights, collaborating and 
supporting human rights defenders all around 
the globe with the hope that the reason and 
justice will always prevail at the end. Our 
main focus is on digital activism, and through 
the use of new technologies, internet, and 
social media, we aim in publicizing injustices, 
mobilizing citizens to demand their rights, 
and throwing light in practices that need to 
become fairer. 

What we do here in CRW, is to advocate for 
human rights through a citizens’ rights prism. 
We aim into employing digital tools in raising 
human rights awareness, which fortunately 
have little cost, and demand less time to 
function in reaching our goals. When there 
are no tools available, we work on creating 
these tools, like for example by creating our 
mobile app, which can make the involvement 
of citizens more effective and direct. CRW 
offers a platform to human rights activists to 
highlight rights violations, inform the public 
about urgent human rights issues, mobilize 
civil society, and push governments into 
keeping their promises for human rights 
protection by monitoring their human rights 
policies. 

Join us in our work for human 
rights and become a citizen 
activist, and remember that 
“You don’t have to wait for 
others to save humanity and 
the planet.”

In solidarity, 

Z.A.
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in every citizen’s right demand. In order to 
protect citizens rights and human rights, the 
“saviors” of the human rights idea need to 
promote and raise awareness of the duties 
of citizens as well, so that a balance can be 
achieved between rights and duties of citizens 
world-widely, and so that citizens' rights do 
not become empty vessels, that belong in 
fairy tales and utopic societies. It is as simple 
as that. It is the simple laws of nature that 
may be able to show us the way to create our 
world of justice, peace, equal opportunities, 
rule of law, and dignity. Following that train 
of thought, one could take the argument a bit 
further and argue that in many ways the focus 
of the human rights promoters on raising 
human rights awareness may be useless, if 
we do not invest time in educating all citizens 
of our duties within our societies, by keeping 
in mind the cultural relativism, religious 
customs, and respecting the historical 
background of each society.

Today, we are undoubtedly living in an unfair 
capitalist world that puts profit before people, 
full of social and economic paradoxes like 
extreme poverty next to extreme wealth, 
or stereotyping discriminations still going 
strong producing more injustices, and with 
climate change being denied for the shake of 
greedy interests. Reflecting on the former’s 
UN human rights chief message, is obvious 
that we as the human family, we’ve learned 
too little from our common tragic bloodsheds, 
and dark history, since, instead of abolishing 
armed conflicts, weapons of mass 
destruction, rhetoric of hate, or of building 
walls to separate us, we are continuing 
walking in the same dead-end alleys in our 
journey for self-destruction, which will either 
happen through actions we took or allowed 
to happen – or by our failed omissions to act 
when was demanded, just like in the case of 
climate change. 

As human rights defenders we have a duty to 
contribute in creating a culture of informed 
citizens, or of what here in Citizens Rights 

Watch call citizens-activists. By definition a 
citizen has a duty to be active within hers or 
his political communities, to know her rights 
and stay informed of the issues that matter in 
our polities.

Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, is right to restate the 
obvious: Trump and some Western leaders 
have become lax (hence, complicit) in not 
condemning human rights abuses, and 
in failing to deliver the protection of their 
citizens’' rights, that their political role by 
definition is mandated to provide. Let me be 
clear however, that is one thing promoting 
and mobilizing in a neutral way citizens-
activists, and is another to promote specific 
political theories or interests. However, 
we have reached consensus within the UN 
member States assembly that Democracy 
is the political structure that works best for 
a just society that respects human rights, 
protects the dignity of citizens and strives for 
their happiness. 

Allow me to describe how the human rights 

world is designed, in order to clarify  the role 
of politics in the international protection of 
human rights. For example, human rights, are 
considered the child of politics with law. One 
could argue, that as soon as a human right is 
put on paper, then it automatically becomes a 
human right that everyone is entitled to. This 
should be the case in an ideal world, but it is 
not the reality we are faced with. Since even 
if the legal experts advocate for the inclusion 
of a right to the list of basic human rights, 
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